
 
 

THIEVES Protocol 
  
 
THEIVES is a textbook preview/notetaking strategy that students can use to get the gist 
of a reading assignment before reading. (It is also a way to THIEVE the assigned 
chapter before heading to class without having done their homework.) 
 

THIEVES  

T TITLE: Turn it into a question. 

H Headings: Turn headings into questions. 

I   Introduction: Read the opening paragraph or section. 

E Every first sentence: Read the first sentence of every paragraph 
in the chapter. 

V Visuals: What do charts, pictures, graphs tell you? 

E Ending: Read the summary or questions at the end. 

S So What? What are the most important ideas? 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
A worksheet for guiding students through the process results in notes that will help 
students internalize important information and summarize it. 
 

THIEVES 
 

TITLE: Turn it into a question. 
 
 
 

Headings: Turn headings into questions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Introduction: Read the opening paragraph or section.  
 

Every first sentence: Read the first sentence of every paragraph in the 
chapter. Jot quick notes (key words only). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Visuals: What do charts, pictures, graphs tell you? 
 
 
 
 
 

Ending: Read the summary or questions at the end. 
 

So What? What are the most important ideas? 
 
 
 
 
 


