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Dear Student,

lamateacher who hasstudied how childrenlearntoread well.
WhatI havelearned has been used to write SummerReads and

programs like QuickReads) and Ready Readers.

The best way to beready for the new school yearis toread every
dayofthesummer. Youcanchoosetoreadachapterorabook
from SummerReads. But be sure toread it atleast three times on

the same day. Here’s how to use SummerReads:
1. Startby readingit yourself. Mark the words that you don’t know.

2. Next, ask someone to read with you. Get that person to help
you withany words you don’tknow. Youcan even goto the

computer to www.textproject.org and hear a recording of the
books.

3. Last, you'regoing toread by yourselftoanswer the questions
attheend ofthebook. Youcangotothecomputertofind the

answers.

Have a regding-filled summer!

Elitieda (Freddy) Hiebert, Ph.D.
Inventor of the TExT model
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Photo: President Obama lays a wreath at the Tomb of the Unknowns at Arlington National Cemetery, Memorial Day 2009.
Public domain image by the U.S. Army.
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Introduction

Many of the holidays we celebrate fall on a certain day.
For example, Independence Day is always on July 4™. Some
holidays, however,fall onacertainday of the week. Memorial
Dayisalwaysthelast Monday in May. Last year,in 2009,
Memorial Day fell on May 25™. This year, we celebrated
Memorial Day on May 31*.

OnMemorial Day many storesand businessesare closed.
Schoolsarealsoclosed and many people have the day offfrom
theirjobs. Eventhough summer doesn’tstart until June, many
peopletreatMemorial Day asthefirstday of summer. For
many places in the United States, the weather is nice, almost
like summer. With the day off from school or work, many
people use Memorial Day to start enjoying summer. But the
realreasonto celebrate Memorial Day is to honorthe men

and women in our military.
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Flags and Red Poppies
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Memorial Day was first known as Decoration Day. The

holiday was started near the end of the American Civil War.
Peoplehad started decorating the graves of soldierswhohad
died inbattle withflagsandflowers. Onetownsetasideaday

every year todecorate these graves and, afew yearslater, the

Photo: Flags decorate the graves of U.S. service members at Arlington National Cemetery, Memorial Day 2008.
Released into the public domain by Remember at en.wikipedia.
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wholecountry wascelebrating Decoration Day. Atfirst, itwas
justaday to honor the Union soldiers who had died fighting
in the Civil War. Now Memorial Day honors all United States
soldiers who have died in the service of their country.

Other countries, suchas England and Canada, have
holidays like Memorial Day. England and Canada hold their
holiday on November 11" to remember the end of World War
I. Many soldiers fought and died in World WarI. In one of the
countrieswhere World WarIwasfought, therewerelots of
red poppies growinginafield. A poem was writtenabout the
soldiers who died inthatfield of red poppies. Today, peoplein
England and Canada pinred poppies to their shirts or coats to
remember the soldiers who died fighting in a war.

In the United States, we celebrate Veterans Day on
November11™. Veterans Day is the day wehonor the men
and women who have served in the United States military.
Memorial Dayis the day wehonor the soldiers who havedied

while serving in the United States military.
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Celebrating Memorial Day

Memorial Dayisnotjustaday off fromworkorschool
formany people. Tothem Memorial Day isanimportant day
toremember friends or family who have died while serving
in the military. Many of the celebrations on Memorial Day
include the military. For example, the Air Force may hold air
shows where they fly special planes and jets for everyone to
see.TheNavymayalsoletpeopleexploretheinsideofold
battleships. Other military groups may hold drills to show
howthey dosomeoftheirtasks, likesaving peoplefroma

burning ship.

Photo: The U.S. Air Force Thunderbirds perform at an air show at Keesler Air Force Base n Mississippi, April 2009..
Takenby AdamBond. Releasedinto the public domain by the U.S. Air Force.
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Anotherwaytocelebrate Memorial Dayistofly the
Americanflagathalf-staff. Instead of flying the flag all the
way tothe top of the flagpole, theflagisraised only halfway.
Takealookattheflagsatpoliceorfirestations. Many are
raised at half-staff on Memorial Day. People alsofly flags at
half-staff on other days in the year to remember important
people who have died.

AtWashington, DC, peoplehold many eventstocelebrate
Memorial Day. ArlingtonNational Cemetery wasaplace
where Unionsoldiers wereburied in the Civil War.Since
then, soldiers from other wars have also been buried in the
ArlingtonNational Cemetery. OnMemorial Day, thousands
of soldiers place asmall flag oneach grave. The president of
the United Stateswillalsoplaceflowersatthe Tombofthe
Unknownsatthe Arlington National Cemetery. The Tombof
the Unknownsisa place to honor those who have died, even

though we don’tknow the soldiers” names.
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The First Day of Summer

There are many outdoor things for people to do and see
onMemorial Day. One exciting event is the Indianapolis 500
or theIndy 500. The firstIndy 500 took place on Memorial
Day1911inIndianapolis, Indiana. Every Memorial Day since
then, drivers race special cars around a track 200 times. Why
200 times around the track? This is because drivers need to

drive 200 laps to finish 500 miles on the track. For people not

Photo: Driver Hélio Castroneves practices for the Indy 500 at the Indianapolis Motor Speedway, May 2009.
© 2009 by Ty Hill. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0).
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driving in the Indy 500, they can cheer on their favorite driver
from the stands.

Youcanalsocheer onyourfavorite baseball team on
Memorial Day. Many baseball teams will play gameson
Memorial Day. Throughout the game there may be special
thingstocelebrate Memorial Day.Forexample, asoldier who
hasjustreturned home may throw the first pitch of the game.
A groupofmilitary soldiersmayalsosingatthebaseball
game. As the soldiers sing, everyone will stand up, take off
their hatsand place their hats orhands over their hearts.

Most often, people spend Memorial Day with their
friendsand family. Since the weather is usually warm, many
people have picnics or cookouts. A parkis oftenanice place to
visiton Memorial Day. Many parks are free to visit,and some
evenallow pets. Thereareplayareas,andlarge grassyfieldsto
play sportsand torelax. Memorial Day is usually the first day
people get to do things that they enjoy doing in the summer.

How will you spend the first day of summer?
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Rate your thinking and reading
v Putacheckeachtimeyouread oneofthechaptersofthebook.

% Giveyourselfastar forSharing if you told someone about
something you learned from reading the chapter.

*+ Giveyourselfa +if youcantell that your reading is getting
smoother.

1st Read| 2nd Read| 3rd Read| Sharing | Smoother

Introduction

Flags and Red Poppies

Celebrating Memorial Day

The First Day of Summer

Comprehension questions

Flags and Red Poppies

1. Trueor false? Memorial Day was first known as Decoration Day.
O true O false

2. Memorial Dayis .

O theday wehonorall United States soldierswhohave died
O held on the first Monday of May

O theday Americans pinred poppiesto their shirtsand coats
0 all of theabove

SUMinmMe Aas
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Celebrating Memorial Day

3. True or false? On Memorial Day the Air Force may let people
explore old battleships.
O true O false

4. Which of thefollowing are some ways to honorsoldiers on
Memorial Day?

o Placingflagsonthe gravesat Arlington National Cemetery
O Placing flowers at the Tomb of the Unknowns

o Flying flags athalf-staff

o All of theabove

The First Day of Summer

5. True or false? The 500 in Indianapolis 500 comes from the
number of laps drivershaveto drive around the track.
O true O false

6. Baseball gamesmay celebrate Memorial Day by
o having a soldier play with the baseball team
0 having only soldiers watch the baseball game
0O having a soldier throw out the first pitch

O having a soldier greet the fans
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