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Dear Student,

lamateacher who hasstudied how childrenlearntoread well.
WhatI havelearned has been used to write SummerReads and

programs like QuickReads) and Ready Readers.

The best way to beready for the new school yearis toread every
dayofthesummer. Youcanchoosetoreadachapterorabook
from SummerReads. But be sure toread it atleast three times on

the same day. Here’s how to use SummerReads:
1. Startby readingit yourself. Mark the words that you don’t know.

2. Next, ask someone to read with you. Get that person to help
you withany words you don’tknow. Youcan even goto the

computer to www.textproject.org and hear a recording of the
books.

3. Last, you'regoing toread by yourselftoanswer the questions
attheend ofthebook. Youcangotothecomputertofind the

answers.

Have a regding-filled summer!

Elitieda (Freddy) Hiebert, Ph.D.
Inventor of the TExT model

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/,
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Photo: An aviation structural mechanic fabricates metal parts aboard an aircraft carrier near the California coast, February 2009.
Taken by Patrick Heil. Public domain image by the U.S. Navy.

Suym Me ?&ods-,

Introduction

Many of our holidays are held on a certain day. For
example, Independence DayisalwaysonJuly4™. Butwealso
havesomeholidaysthatareheld onacertainweekdayofa
year. Labor DayisalwaysthefirstMondayin September. Last
year, in 2009, we celebrated Labor Day on September 7*. This
yearwewill celebrate Labor Day onSeptember 6™. Labor Day
celebrates the many American men, women and teenagers
who work, or labor. By celebrating Labor Day on a Monday,
workerscanadd anextraday to their weekend.Istherea
better way tohonor workersthanto givethemaday off?

Labor Day is also the last holiday in summer. By the time
we celebrate Labor Day, many students have already gone back
toschool. Everyonehasalready takentheirsummervacations,
and itis time to getback to work. Butfor most of the United
States, the weather is still like summer. For many people
LaborDayisthelastday of summer, sothey spend theday

having one last picnic or cookout before fall begins.

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/).
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What is Labor Day?

Thefirst Labor Day washeld onSeptember 5*,1882in

New YorkCity.Itwas planned by a group of workers who
wanted to show everyone the different kinds of jobs and
workersinNew York City. They alsowanted toshow everyone

how they made their hometown anice place toliveand work.

Photo: Historic image of child laborers at midnight at a glass and bottle factory in Indiana, August 1908.
Taken by Lewis Wickes Hine. Restored by Michel Vuijisteke. Released into the public domain by the Library of Congress.
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Onehundred and twenty years ago, working was very
different thanitis today. For one thing, most children did not
spend their summer reading or playing because many worked
infactories. People, both young and old, worked long hours;
someaslongas12hours each day. Many workers fell asleep
attheir work because they were so tired. Some workers were
hurt or killed because they were too tired to be careful at their
work.

Workers were upset at how badly they were being treated.
They decided toform unions. A unionis made up of workers
in a city, or workers who do the same kind of work. For
example, many teachers in your school belong to a teachers’
union. Asaunion, workers have more power tomake changes
to their workplace. Unions worked with businesses to make
allthechangeswehavetoday.Thefirst Labor Day parade was
toshowhowunionshad the powertomake goodchanges.
Unionsmadeitpossibleforchildrenlike youtospend your

summer reading and playing.

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/


http://www.textproject.org/summerreads
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/)

LevelD SummerHolidays

Labor Day

Happy LaborDay

The first Labor Day celebration took place in New York
City and it included a street parade that featured 10,000
workers and their families. Afterwards there was a celebration
withlots of food. Leaders of somelabor unions gave speeches
about the goals they had reached and some that they hoped

toreach. Onehundred and twenty yearslater many cities

Photo: A butter sculpture on display at the Great New York State Fair in Syracuse, New York, September 2007.
© 2007 by Gulmammad at en.wikipedia. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0).
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stillhavebigcelebrationslike thefirst Labor Day celebration.
Citiesalloverthe United Statesstillhavelots of workersin
unions. Many of the workersfromthose unionsmarchin
parades.

Many peoplecelebrate Labor Day by going to see parades.
But there are lots of other things that people can do, too.
Peoplecan gotocounty fairs. Farmers, whohave worked hard
all summer long, show off their farm animals or vegetables in
county fairs. Peoplewhodonotliveonfarmscanseelots of
baby farm animals and see how farmers care for them. People
canalsoseestrange thingsatcounty fairs, such asbutter
sculptures.Itcantakemany daysorweekstomakebutter
sculptures thatlooklike people oranimals. One wasa life-size
butter sculpture of a cow and her calf!

Therearelots of other things to doand see at county
fairs.Spending Labor Day atcounty fairsisa greatwayto
celebrate the work thatfarmers do tomake sure wehave good

food to eat.

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/
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The Last Day of Summer

Labor Day is often thought of as the last day of summer.

But for most parts of America, the weather is still warm, like it
isstillsummer. Fall’s chilly weatheris usually another month
away. So why do people think of Labor Day as the last day of

summer? Becausemost peoplehavebeenrelaxingand having

fun all summer long. Now itis time to get back to work.

Photo: Football players line up during a game between Louisiana State University and University of Mississippi, November 2007.
Released into the public domain by JustDog at en.wikipedia.
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Summer is filled with lots of wonderful things to do and
see, butsoisfall. People can still go to baseball games months
after Labor Day.ButLaborDayisthestartoffootballseason
in the United States. Football fans can go and see their favorite
football team play. Football players who have been practicing
allsummer can’twaittofinally start theirfootball season.
Many football fans can’t wait for Labor Day, either.

With the extra day off from work or school, many people
use Labor Day to do things that they have enjoyed all summer
long. They have picnics in parks, or go on one last hike. Many
citiesclosetheirswimmingpoolsafter Labor Day,sosome
peoplewill gofor onelastswiminthe pool. Labor Day is
sometimesthelastdaytoenjoythebeachorthe parkbefore
the weather gets chilly. So finish up your last ice cream cone

or slice of watermelon. Here comes fall!

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
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Rate your thinking and reading
v Putacheck each time you read one of the chapters of the book.

% Giveyourselfastar forSharing if you told someone about
something you learned from reading the chapter.

*+ Giveyourselfa +if youcantell that your reading is getting
smoother.

1st Read| 2nd Read| 3rd Read| Sharing | Smoother

Introduction

What is Labor Day?

Happy Labor Day

The Last Day of Summer

Comprehension questions

WhatisLaborDay?

1. Trueorfalse? Thefirst Labor Day celebrationhonored workers
all over the United States.
O true O false

2. Whichof thefollowing werereasonstochangelaborlaws?
o Workers were getting hurt or killed working long hours
0 Children were allowed to work in factories

0 Workerswereupsetaboutthewaythey weretreatedat
workplaces

o All of theabove

Suninie,. ?&cds”

Happy Labor Day

3. Trueorfalse? Peoplehavetolivenearlargecitiestojoinunions.
O true 0O false

4. Which of the following is something you might see ata county
fair?

O Baby farm animals

o Butter sculptures

O Vegetables

o All of theabove

The Last Day of Summer
5. Why do peoplethink of Labor Day as thelast day of summer?

6. True or false? People can go watch a baseball or a football game
on Labor Day.
O true O false

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
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