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Dear Student,

lamateacher who hasstudied how childrenlearntoread well.
WhatI havelearned has been used to write SummerReads and

programs like QuickReads) and Ready Readers.

The best way to beready for the new school yearis toread every
dayofthesummer. Youcanchoosetoreadachapterorabook
from SummerReads. But be sure toread it atleast three times on

the same day. Here’s how to use SummerReads:
1. Startby readingit yourself. Mark the words that you don’t know.

2. Next, ask someone to read with you. Get that person to help
you withany words you don’tknow. Youcan even goto the

computer to www.textproject.org and hear a recording of the
books.

3. Last, you'regoing toread by yourselftoanswer the questions
attheend ofthebook. Youcangotothecomputertofind the

answers.

Have a regding-filled summer!

Elitieda (Freddy) Hiebert, Ph.D.
Inventor of the TExT model

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/,
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Introduction

July4™isthe biggest summer holiday for Americans. It
isthecelebration of our country’s birthday,and a greattime
toenjoy friendsand family. Many schools, businesses and
government offices are closed onJuly 4" so that people can
enjoy the holiday. If July 4™ is on the weekend, many people
alsocelebrate on the Friday before or the Monday after July
4th.

Birthday parties may have games, cakes, and lots of
friendsand family. Ournation’sbirthday party isnodifferent.
July 4™ celebrations have lots of games or sports for people to

play, and food for people to eat. Some towns have contests like

three-legged races. Other townshavecookouts withfood that

lots of peoplelike to eat. Best of all —everyone gets to go to the
party!

Photo: Confetti rains down at a July 4th celebration featuring the Boston Pops Orchestra in Boston, Massachussetts, July 2008. For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
Taken by Patrick Gearhiser. Public domainimage by the U.S. Navy. v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us)
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Independence Day

July 4™ is animportant day in American history. Itis the
day we celebrate our independence from England. Before July
4,1776, America was one of England’s colonies. This meant
that American colonists had to follow rules thatwere written

by people living in England. American colonists had to do

Image: The Declaration of Independence s presented tothe Continental Congress in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, July 1776.
Detail from John Trumbull's 1819painting, The Declaration of Independence, hanginginthe U.S. Capitolrotunda.
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whattheKingof England wanted ustodo,evenifitwasn’t
fair orright. If the King of England wanted to charge an extra
feefortea, the Americancolonistshad to pay theextrafee.
When we passed the Declaration of Independence, we told
England that we wanted to be our own country. On July 4®
wehold celebrations toremember the day wefirstbecamea
nation.

Oneyearafter the Declarationof Independence, America
celebrated its first birthday. Even though America was still
fightingawaragainst England forindependence, people
celebrated July 4" by throwing a birthday party. There were
bands playing music, people marching in parades, and people
makingspeechesabouttheimportanceofindependence.
There wereeven fireworksatthe firstJuly 4" celebration. The
celebrationwasfilled withlots of red, white and blue things;
thecolorsofthe Americanflag. Everyonewasabletoenjoy
the celebrations because stores and businesses were closed.

Sounds like the way we celebrate July 4" today!

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/}:
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Fireworks boom! And suddenly the nightsky islitup with showers

of brightlight. Many firework showslastforalongtime.
Thesefirework shows canhavelots of excitingand thrilling
tireworks of all different shapesand colors. Picking outjust
one favorite firework will be hard!

Fireworkshavebeena partofJuly4™eversince America’s
tirst birthday. Today, in Washington, DC, the firework show
lightsupalltheimportantplaces.Ina30-minutefirework
show, there could be as many as 5000 fireworks. Sometimes,
music is played during the firework show. Just like the
tirework show, the music is also exciting.

Inmany states, peoplecansetoff theirownfireworks.
Sparklers, and all sorts of lights and sounds are always fun.

Try spinning a sparkler around to make different shapes in

theair. If youlivein a place where people can set off their own

July 4™ parties would not be the same without fireworks. tireworks, havefun, butremembertobesafe. Alwaysleta
First, youhear the squeal as the firework flies into the air. parent or another adult be in charge of the fireworks. All you
Asyoutry tofollow the fireworkin the dark sky, you hear have to do is sit back and enjoy the firework show!

Photo: Children hold sparklers during a July 4th celebration in Seaside, California, July 2010. For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads

©2010 by Alice Lee Folkins. Used by permission. v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/
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Parades and Hot Dogs!

LR

Parades havebeena partof the July 4" celebration ever
sinceourcountry’sfirstbirthday.Intheearly days, parades
onlyincluded peoplein governmentorsoldiers. Today,

paradesalsoinclude peoplefromlocal groups, like softball

Photo: Participants and spectators enjoy the July 4th parade in Fairfax, Virginia, July 2010.
©2010 by E.DW.W. at flickr. Some rights reserved (http:/creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0).
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teams, orschoolmarchingbands.Paradesinlargercities,
such as New York City, have big floats that can move or large
balloonsthatfloathighintheair. They may alsoinclude
peoplefromall over the United States. Butmost parades
have smaller floats and only include people of a town or city.
Paradesareafun way to celebrate the birth of our nationand
the many people who call it home.

Youmay haveseensomething new inJuly 4" parades.
Peoplemarchinginsome paradeshavestarted tothrow candy
tothe peoplewatching the parades. Childrenrunaround and
gather the candies in their bags. Some children go home with
afullbagofcandy.Ifyougotooneoftheseparades, hereisa
tip: the parades in small towns often give out the most candy!

Every July 4™ahot dog eating contestis held on Coney
Island in New York.Itstarted asahotdogeating contest
between four people. Now, people from around the world
come to Coney Island to see how many hot dogs they can eat

in 10 minutes. So far, the record is 68 hot dogs!

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc—nd/3.0/us/6
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Rate your thinking and reading
v Putacheckeachtimeyouread oneof thechaptersof thebook.

% Giveyourselfastar forSharing if you told someone about
something you learned from reading the chapter.

*+ Giveyourselfa +if youcantell that your reading is getting
smoother.

1st Read| 2nd Read| 3rd Read| Sharing | Smoother

Introduction

Independence Day

Fireworks

Parades and Hot Dogs!

Comprehension questions

Independence Day

1. Why is July 4" an important day for the United States?

0 BecauseJuly4™isthe day the United States passed the
Declaration of Independence

0 Because July 4™ is the hottest day in summer

O Because]July 4" wasthelastday of war between England and the
United States

O Because]July 4" wasthe day the United States colonies were
formed

Suninie,. ?&cds”

2. Which of the following were part of the first July 4" celebration?
o Bands played music

o People marched in parades

o People set off fireworks

o All of theabove

Fireworks

3. Trueorfalse? Fireworks cancomeinmany differentshapesand
colors.
O true 0O false

4. True or false? In some places in the United States, it is against the
law to set off fireworks.
O true O false

Parades and Hot Dogs!

5. ThefirstJuly 4" paradein1777included
0 high school marching bands

O softball teams

O people in government andsoldiers

o floats with large balloons

6. Trueorfalse? Larger citiesusually haveparades withfloats that
can move and largeballoons.
O true 0O false

For more information about SummerReads visit www.textproject.org/summerreads
v.2.00 © 2015 Elfrieda H. Hiebert. Some rights reserved (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/us/
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