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Presentation Notes
	I believe that a specific block of time should be devoted to word study on a daily basis, as well as calling attention to phonological and orthographic features during reading and writing. 
	While many children do benefit from “on demand” or self-taught phonics principles, the research clearly shows that between 20-40% of children in our country will have difficulty learning to read.  In addition to a print-rich environment, exposure to excellent children’s literature and high-level discussions, these children need explicit instruction in “cracking the code” of how speech maps to print in English.
	On the other hand, they do NOT benefit from traditional phonics worksheets (really, tests) or spelling lists to memorize.  
	I tell children that they are word detectives and that each week we are going to explore new clues about ”sneaky” or “undercover” words, i.e., words that sound alike but are spelled differently OR words that sound different but are spelled alike. I tell them that when solving a mystery, detectives look for patterns and that is what they will learn to do—spell by pattern.
	This method fits well with whole language principles of authentic reading and writing. At every step you can ask students to use their emerging knowledge of English phonology (sound system) and orthography (spelling): in writers’ workshop and in finding/analyzing spelling patterns in the books they are reading.



Think like a kid who can’t spell
Critically evaluate apps and online resources



Principle:  Same sound, different spelling
What’s wrong with this sort?

What would you do instead?



 Spelling App for Beginning Spellers http://thisreadingmama.com/beginning-
spelling-app-word-study/?ap_id=annageig

http://thisreadingmama.com/beginning-spelling-app-word-study/?ap_id=annageig


 The Schoolhouse  http://www.theschoolhouse.us/index.html

http://www.theschoolhouse.us/index.html


Sun sort

Ya but….



Don’t teach rules!
 Children need experiences 

with words, not rules
 Literate adults do not use 

rules
 Rules often don’t work
 The brain learns by patterns

Do teach students to 
“walk through words” 
 Provide examplars
 Ask children to sort
 Discover the pattern
 Develop Wall Charts
 Find more words
 Make up pattern stories

Presenter
Presentation Notes
An excellent reference for how to teach Spelling by Pattern is:

Fresch, M., & Wheaton, A.  (1997)  Sort, Search, and Discover:  Spelling in the child-centered classroom.  The Reading Teacher, 51 (1), 20-31.

This article tells how to systematically teach any spelling pattern and may be used developmentally in 1st-3rd  grade, and for remediation of spelling-decoding deficits in higher grades.  All of the accompanying spelling patterns are designed to be taught using the format of “walking through words.”




“Word detectives, today we are going to study 
words that begin with the sound /k/. This 
is your first set of clues. Cut apart the list of 
words that I give you and sort them into 
two bubbles according to how the /k/ 
sound is spelled at the beginning of the 
words..”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
This and the following slides represent the format for teaching each of the spelling patterns in the Spelling by Pattern program that I have developed for 1st-3rd grade.



cup king
cake kind
kit kept
cap coat
call cot
keep kite
can cut
can’t cute

Presenter
Presentation Notes
It is important that students be able to cut the list apart and physically manipulate the words as they sort.  One way to do this is to give them a generic, blank table and have them copy the lists from the board. Alternatively, hand out a list in table format like the one above. Have them cut the words apart.

Have one set of words for each pair of students. Ask them to work as detective teams. For best peer learning, ensure that the pairs are heterogeneous in their mastery of sound-symbol relationships. In most cases, one will be better at sounding out words, and the other will notice visual patterns more easily.

BE SURE THAT MOST STUDENTS CAN READ ALL OF THE WORDS USED IN THE SPELLING SORTS.



“Ya But…”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each sort, tell them how many bubbles they will need to sort their words into. Have each team of detectives sort their words and check if they have them in the correct bubbles. (Put the bubbles and words on an overhead or the board to have children check their clues.)

One way to accomplish this is to provide small whiteboards that have 2,3, or 4 bubbles, with a space for writing the sound at the top.



cake 
cut
can
can’t
cute
coat
call

kit
king
keep
kite
kept
kind“Ya But…”

• Koala
• Kangaroo
• Karate

Presenter
Presentation Notes
For each sort, tell them how many bubbles they will need to sort their words into. Have each team of detectives sort their words and check if they have them in the correct bubbles. (Put the bubbles and words on an overhead or the board to have children check their clues.)

One way to accomplish this is to provide small whiteboards that have 2,3, or 4 bubbles, with a space for writing the sound at the top.



Teacher: “Word detectives, what did you 
discover? What’s the clue for spelling /k/ at 
the beginning of words?”

Student(s): “If /k/ comes before an ‘i’ or ‘e’ 
sound, it is spelled with ‘k.’ If /k/ comes 
before an ‘a’ ‘o’ or ‘u’ sound it is spelled with 
a ‘c.’”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
At this point, you may want to have the children begin word dictionaries based on sounds (not letters of the alphabet).  This pattern would be the first set of bubbles associated with the tab /k/. Eventually, the children would also have words that end in /k/ as well as those that have /k/ in the middle of the word.

Students may come up with “Ya buts.”  These are words that sound like the target pattern but are spelled differently.  Some “ya buts”  for beginning /k/ are:
Chemistry, Christmas, chaos.

You can put these in a separate box on the sorting page, labeled as “ya buts.” For this particular pattern you can explain that these are Greek words, that in Greek the /k/ sound is spelled ‘ch.’ So now they know Greek! (Very impressive to young detectives.)



Teacher:  “Good work, detectives. 

You learned that /k/ can be spelled with 
either a ‘c’ or a ‘k’ at the beginning for words.

Now see how many words that follow this 
pattern you can find in your reading books.”

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Give them a time limit, e.g., 10 minutes to add more /k/ words to their bubbles and sound dictionaries. See which detective team comes up with the most words.

If you have xeroxed phonetic reading stories, you could have them use highlighters of two different colors to find words that fit each pattern.

Book examples:  My Cat Can  (Scholastic)
Hawkins, C., & Hawkins, J. (1999). Pat the Cat’s Big Book.  London: Dorlling Kindersley.  (www.dk.com)

Another variation is to give them a “wacky story” and see how well they generalize the pattern to words that have not been studied as well as those in the sort. Explain that some of these words are for much older students so they may have to spell part of the word by sound, but should be able to choose the correct letter for the beginning /k/ sounds.

The cute king kissed his cousin (may be spelled cusin or cuzin) and kept the key for the cupboard (may be spelled cupbord).







1. Spelling test: Dictate above-grade-level words (3-4 
grade levels)
 One point for spelling the PATTERN correctly
 two points for spelling the rest of the word by 

SOUND
 Three points for correct spelling

2. Dictate pattern-based sentences/stories
 The cute kitten kicked the kettle on her way to fly a kite.  The kind king 

cut a cake for her. Now she is cute and cuddly. 



1. Start with a sound

2. Find words that sound the same, but are spelled differently

3. State the pattern

4. List “Ya Buts”

5. Make up spelling tests



SOUND:  
PATTERN:

YA BUT…



 Beginning /k/  (k, c)
 Ending /k/  (ck, k)
 Long vowel A (ay, ai)
 Past tense ending-ed (/t/,  

/d/, /ed/)
 Long vowel O (ow, oa)
 Open-closed syllables 

(One-syllable words, e.g., 
go, got)
 Long vowel I (y, igh)
 Open-closed syllables (two 

and three-syllable words)

 Consonant doubling (hop, 
hopping, hopped)
 Vowel diphthongs /K/

(oi/oy)  
 Vowel diphthongs /L/

(ow/ou)
 /s/  (e.g., side, cent)
 Ending /C/  (ch, tch)
 Beginning /j/  (jump, giant)
 Ending /j/ (ge, dge) 
 More /k/ words 

(polysyllabic words with c; 
ch)
 /shun/
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Spelling/phonics instruction sequence:
Sort, search, and discover the pattern


2. Choose some for spelling words of the week
3. Create classroom displays and manipulatives

4. Create personal dictionaries
5. Look for word patterns in readings (all subjects)
6. Wacky dictations  (e.g., after studying all long /o/ patterns)
	Once there was a boat named Joseph.  He floated with smoke blowing from his smokestack.  When it snows Joseph has to go solo to tote his cargo.






1. Start with a sound that has two or more 
spellings   (/j/ = j or g)

2. List 10-20 grade-level words

3. Have students 
1. sort according to how the SOUND is spelled
2. discover the PATTERN
3. find more words that fit the pattern
4. Encourage “YA BUTS..” Why don’t they fit the pattern?

5. Make Word Walls, personal dictionaries, or word 
boxes of spelling patterns



1. Spelling test: Challenge them with above-grade-
level words (3-4 grade levels)
 One point for spelling the PATTERN correctly
 two points for spelling the rest of the word by 

SOUND
 Three points for correct spelling

2. Dictate pattern-based sentences/stories
Once there was a boat named Joseph.  He 

floated with smoke blowing from his 
smokestack.  When it snows Joseph has to go 
solo to tote his cargo.
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www.itaprogramwinonasmu.org

www.youtube.com/user/ReadingDocFlynn
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For more information on my research related to reading interventions for struggling readers, including neurophysiological correlates of students with dyslexia, visit my website—readingdoctorflynn.org.

To see the Saint Mary’s i.t.a. Literacy Clinic in action and review parent and student feedback, click on SMUMN.edu/ita.

http://www.itafoundation.org/
http://www.itaprogramwinonasmu.org/
http://www.youtube.com/user/ReadingDocFlynn
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